
PENN AVENUE REVITALIZATION 
 
The City of Richfield has long recognized the need to ensure the future vitality of Penn Avenue 
between the Crosstown highway and 68th Streets.  This area was established in the 1950’s and 
1960’s and is characterized by traffic congestion, a lack of parking, an unfriendly pedestrian 
environment, and aging buildings.  It is also home to a number of iconic businesses frequented 
by residents of Richfield and the surrounding communities. 
 
In the late 1980’s, the City formed an advisory committee, Penn Avenue and Sixty-Sixth Street 
(PASSS), to create a vision for the future of the area to ensure its continued vitality.  And in 
1989, based on recommendations from the PASSS committee, the City adopted a set of design 
guidelines for the area.  
 
In 1999 PASSS reconvened to evaluate the feasibility of a wholesale redevelopment of the 
area.  City Staff, PASSS members, and Ryan Companies worked together on the project and 
subsequently determined it was financially infeasible at the time to assemble properties and 
redevelop the area. 
 
In early 2006 the City initiated a project with the University of Minnesota’s (U of M) Humphrey 
Institute to create a long-term land use vision for the Penn Avenue Corridor.  The students met 
with City leaders, local residents, and business owners to create three initial visions for Penn 
Avenue, along with a proposed list of improvements for the Corridor.  A final vision was also 
outlined in the report. 
 
Later in 2006 the City contracted with the planning firm Hoisington Koegler Group Inc. (HKGi), 
and formed a new task force, the Penn Crossings Advisory Group, to build upon the information 
collected and strategies emerging from the U of M visioning study, to ultimately create a master 
plan for the area to ensure a cohesive development of the Corridor as reinvestment, 
revitalization, and redevelopment occur. 
 
The Penn Crossings group has been meeting actively since January of this year to review 
existing plans, studies, and reports relevant to the project area and to formulate criteria for the 
development of a master plan. 
 
Staff and HKGi have also held numerous meetings with the general public, business owners, 
property owners, City Council, Planning Commission, HRA, City department directors, Hennepin 
County, the City of Minneapolis planning staff, and Metro Transit, in an effort to incorporate 
ideas, comments, and concerns from all potentially impacted parties. 
 
The result of all of these meetings is the Penn Corridor Master Revitalization Plan. 
 
 
OPEN HOUSES 
 
Three public workshops/open houses were held this year to gather feedback and input from 
residents and stakeholders to assist in formulating a concept plan for the area: 
 
March 27, 2008 
June 11, 2008 
August 10, 2008 



 
NEXT STEPS 
 
The Penn Corridor Master Revitalization Plan will be brought to the City’s Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority on August 18, 2008 for acceptance.   
 
The Plan will also be brought the City’s Planning Commission on August 25, 2008 for 
acceptance and recommendation to the City Council. 
 
And finally, the Plan will be brought to the City Council for adoption at the September 11, 2008 
City Council meeting. 
 
All of these meetings are open to the public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
 
City Staff, HKGi, and the Penn Crossings Advisory Group are currently developing design 
guidelines to be used in conjunction with the Master Plan to ensure the goals for the 
revitalization of the area are met.  Once these design guidelines have been finalized, they too 
will be brought before the HRA, Planning Commission, and City Council for acceptance and 
adoption. 
 
For more information please contact Karen Barton, Community Development Manager at 612-
861-9777. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


